[Polymerase chain reaction--application of the technique].
Our knowledge of genes and genetic diseases has increased tremendously since the polymerase chain reaction technique (PCR) was introduced as a technique in molecular biology. The technique has become a critical tool for basic research, molecular biology, and biotechnology. PCR has been the link between science and molecular biology as a diagnostic tool. High sensitivity within a short time and low labour cost have been the key elements for the success of PCR. Furthermore, combinations with other techniques in molecular biology have opened up for still new perspectives as e.g. fluorescence-based real-time reverse transcription PCR (RT-PCR). In addition to providing a snapshot of the state-of-the-art applications of PCR, a look is made into the new DNA-micro-array era.